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CITY OF PONDERAY 

REGULAR 
MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 6th  2017 
 
MAYOR STEVE GEIGER CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M. 
PRESENT: MAYOR STEVE GEIGER, COUNCIL MEMBER KUNZEMAN,  COUNCILMEMBER LARKIN,  COUNCILMEMBER 
ENGEL, COUNCILMEMBER OSBORNE  
ALSO PRESENT: ATTORNEY MARSHALL, PLANNER BRUBAKER, DAN LARSON AND CLERK WARREN 
ABSENT: CHIEF CORNELIUS 
 
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE WAS RECITED. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Mayor Geiger said that he will be gone for the next meeting. 
 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST AND/OR DISCLOSURES:  
Mayor Geiger acknowledged conflict of interest and disclosures statement. 
   
CONSENT AGENDA:   

A. Approve Minutes of Jan 17th  2017, Regular Council Meeting  
B. Approve Bills in the amount of $16,877.45 & Acknowledge Treasurers Report 
C. Acknowledge Police Report 
Motion to approve consent agenda  

Councilmember Engel/Osborne.  Roll Call vote.  All voted in favor.   Motion approved.      
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS/UPDATES:  
MAYOR: Mayor discussed the upcoming clean up week.  It was mentioned that March or April may be to early with the 
weather.  Early June was discussed.  Mayor has talked with Pacific Steel, Nazarene Church and Waste Management are 
willing to help us.   
 
CLERK:  City was asked to allow the Easter Parade on April 15th, Birch Street from 5th to 2nd.  To use the Police for 
street patrol.  Also to give the same dollar amount as last year.   

Motion to approve  
Councilmember Engel/Larkin.  Roll Call vote.  All voted in favor.   Motion approved 
 
Rick Cox-Bonner County Neighbor hood Watch:  Rick reported that Chief Cornelius and Sherriff Wheeler had spoken 
and it was ok's for the volunteer group of Neighborhood Watch could come into Ponderay and start Block Watches.  
They will be doing the same thing in Sandpoint.  All we are doing is letting you know that we are here and available if 
you know of any one that wants to start a block watch.  They have posters to put up.  To start a block watch, call the 
volunteers first and set a meeting time date and place.  You invite your neighbor hood and they will explain to you in 
detail how to set up your block watch.  There can be several Block Watch groups in each city.  Each group has a Captain 
that is in touch with the Sheriff's office.  It is almost four hundred strong with twenty Watch Captains.   The areas that 
have formed a group watch has had significant decrease in crimes as soon as the posters go up.   
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STREETS/PUBLIC WORKS:  
Engineer Dan Larson brought the Council up to date on the Streets budget.  He showed a map of the City streets and 
how long of life they have.  He would like the Council to choose streets that need to get into a maintenance plan so we 
can identify which streets need repaved and which we can get away with something cheaper to extend the life.  What 
we have identified for Street funds are; maintenance, uncommitted, and there may be some excess Bridge funds 
depending on where the bids come in on the Sand Creek Bridge Project.  This is contingent on the capital improvement 
plan update which we are circulating for review but has not come to Council yet for review. Estimated cost for CRABS 
reconstruction is thirty five dollars a sq. Ft.  That come from the bids we received last  year.  An overlay is estimated at 
nine dollars and forty five cents a Sq. Ft., Chip seal is about nine dollars a sq. ft.,  patching and crack seal is standard 
maintenance which doesn't use much money but doesn't take care of the problems, only covers them up.  The goal is to 
repair the roads before they fall into the next category which requires a higher level of maintenance.  He would like to 
focus on major repairs that can save a road before it goes into major reconstruction.  You can get five years out of a chip 
seal and ten out of an over lay with almost the same cost.  There was more discussion and Engineer Larson answers a 
few questions on the different repair options.  Schweitzer Plaza drive is one of our major collectors and is probably the 
most expensive reconstruction project on the table right now.  Bonner Mall Way was slated to be done from East Gate 
Drive to Triangle.  Piehl Road needs  work.  Hwy 95 to Starr Lane appears to be ready for an overlay.  Starr Lane to Piehl 
Rd is being looked at carefully.  Cedar appears to be the longest stretch ready for reconstruction.  We will pick and 
choose which need done first. If you have suggestion or know of a street that needs attention please let him know.  
 Briefly on storm water.  Originally the Capital Improvement Plan identified nine basins.  Six of which were 
identified for impact fees.  We have now identified fifteen distinct discharges from the City.  The Boundaries, especially 
in the upper part of the basin can change depending on who puts in a driveway and which direction they lay the culvert.   
Part of our Impact Fee study for Storm Water, has big problem the way it was written you can only spend the impact 
fees that you collect in the basin in which they were collected. rather than City wide.  In areas like the ITD Basin 
extending up McNearney Road through Triangle Drive does not receive the water from which the impact fees are being 
collected.  We are looking at that and would like to consider one impact fee for everyone in the City rather than having 
different fees for different parts of the City.   We would like to make the impact fees City wide so when we do collect 
those fees we can use them for a storm water project that benefits everyone in the City not just a small portion.  In the 
Triangle Drive area where we worked this summer.  In that basin, the ITD Basin, we collected about eight thousand in 
impact fees.   However, there were four needs identified in the Capital Improvement Plan.  Three of those four we have 
done with that project.  In so doing we have also changed the ITD Basin so it no longer discharges to what was that ITD 
discharge point.  We would like to use those Impact Fees to reimburse that project and then update our study to identify 
that those waters no longer go into that basin and impact fees will not be needed to be collected in that matter.  So we 
will use those impact fees for the ITD Basin to cover the storm water improvements that were done,  the culverts 
crossings, the drainage improvements, the ditch improvements that were identified in the Capital Improvement Plan.  If 
we change the impacts fees so they are for the whole City about how much for the fees.  He did not have a solid figure 
yet.  The City boundaries have changed and we now have about sixteen hundred acres.   
 
PLANNING, PARKS & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:  
Planner Brubaker gave an update.  He did give permission to Bonner County Search & Rescue group to do some 
snowmobile training out on the Field of Dreams property.  They will give us prior notice when they use it.  It was asked if 
we have any liability if anyone gets hurt.  Attorney said no.  They would have to go through workman's comp as 
volunteers for the Search & Rescue. Clerk has a waiver form if needed.   
 Steve Gill - DEQ- Black Rock;  Feb 2007 is when Steve started this project.  At that time we had funding for a 
cleanup study.  He just wanted to alert the city to two programs.  The cleanup of the Black Rock area which we have a 
variety of estimates.  Needs to be a combination of layers.  We have about twenty percent of the old smelter on our 
property.  Adjacent to it is the property owned by Dana Martin and he has about eighty percent of the Black Rock area.  
In 2014 we started discussing the abandoned mine land fund with the Idaho Department of Lands.  One of the reasons 
we looked at that fund was it was more flexible than using Brown Field.  Up to this time all the work we have done, as 
far as our assessment, risk study and coming up with about how much material is there to be removed was through the 
Brown Fields.  The Brown Fields is a state program is an EPA funded program.  There are a lot of Federal requirements to 
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go through for cleanup.  Department of lands has been collecting fees since 1999.  They have a good sized amount of 
money.  They are looking for projects throughout the state.  They are looking for a project that has more visibility.  The 
neat thing about the Abandoned Mine Land Funds is that there is no real set amount.  It is what is really needed.  We 
need to start thinking about coming up with some type of memorandum of understanding agreement with Dana Martin.  
Then we could apply for this funding from the Department of Lands.  One requirement is that once the state accepts this 
project they require that we go to DEQ voluntary cleanup program.  DEQ had Ruen & Yeager do a record of survey for 
that entire section.  They made a separate parcel out of Danas part of the Black Rock.  This State program will pay for 
everything as far as the cleanup goes.  Even to enter the DEQ program there is a two hundred fifty dollar application fee 
and then a twenty five hundred dollar over site fee that the State pays.   There should be no money out of pocket.  State 
sub contract is with Teragraphics environmental Engineering who have done a lot of the assessments.   So they good 
knowledge about the area already.  The next time he comes back he would like to get Dana Martin to come and go over 
what we think would be filling us in on a little more detail.  The City is automatically eligible.  Dana as a private  citizen 
would have to fill out some paperwork.  This would put the City in Charge.   
 
We have three items to be approved as surplus property.  Scanner, projector and TV.   

Motion to approve scanner & projector for disposal, we will keep the TV .  
Councilmember Larkin/Kunzeman.  Roll Call vote.  All voted in favor.   Motion approved 
 
Councilmember Engel/Larkin to adjourn.  All in favor.  
Meeting adjourned 6:55 p.m.   
 
 
_______________________________                                  ____________________________ 
City Clerk/Treasurer Su Warren     Mayor Steve Geiger 


