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May 14, 2020 

 

 

The Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary  

U.S. Department of Transportation  

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  

Washington, DC 20590   

 

Madame Secretary,  

  

Thank you for accepting my opinion of the City of Ponderay’s Lakeshore Connection Project BUILD 

application.  There are a number of reasons why I am supportive of this project, and I am appreciative that 

Ponderay is looking for ways to improve access to one of the primary recreational opportunities in our 

District.  Receipt of the BUILD Planning Grant will help immeasurably in realizing the goals of the 

project.  

 

By moving forward with a planned railroad underpass, Ponderay will be dramatically increasing 

pedestrian safety by removing the need to cross two sets of heavily used railroad tracks in order to get to 

the lake.  I can speak to the inherent dangers of crossing these tracks as I did it often with my family when 

we lived in Ponderay.  The planned underpass would allow others from different communities to access to 

the shores of Lake Pend Orielle more easily, and give a point of entrance to the popular shoreline trail that 

winds along the lake from Ponderay to Sandpoint. 

  

Another ancillary benefit of the project will be the potential for further commercial development in 

Ponderay, which will bring added economic benefit to the area.  Businesses will naturally be inclined to 

serve new market opportunities that arise, and this will add to the stability, and vitality, of Ponderay, as 

well as Bonner County in general.  

 

I am excited at the prospect of seeing this project completed, and strongly support Ponderay’s efforts to 

receive the BUILD Planning Grant.  

  

 

 

Lord Bless,  

  

 
 

Rep. Sage G. Dixon 
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April 30, 2020 

Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 1200 
New Jersey Ave. SE Washington, D.C. 
20590 
 
Secretary Chao, 

On behalf of Idaho’s Local Highway Technical Assistance Council (LHTAC), I’m writing to express support for the City of 
Ponderay’s Lakeshore Connection Project planning grant to fund design and engineering, planning and environmental 
assessment of a railroad undercrossing to provide this community with access to Lake Pend Oreille and improve 
connectivity in the most populated part of Bonner County. 
 
LHTAC provides technical assistance to 288 local jurisdictions around Idaho and administers federal highway funds for 
communities such as Ponderay. We are committed to providing project administration for the City of Ponderay if the city 
is successful in securing a BUILD planning grant. 
 
We urge you to approve this worthy project because it will provide the underserved community of Ponderay and the 
neighboring bedroom community of Kootenai with much-needed access to Lake Pend Oreille and a shoreline trail that 
now is accessible only from the City of Sandpoint. Currently, many residents of Ponderay access the lake by trespassing 
across two busy Montana Rail Link tracks. This undercrossing is needed to provide safe passage and to allow emergency 
vehicles to respond to incidents along the lakeshore from Ponderay. 
 
This project will also include a new city street connecting to U.S. Highway 200, and providing an opportunity for 
economic development in the heart of Ponderay. LHTAC stands ready to assist with the planning of this highway 
connection, as well as the design and engineering of the undercrossing. 
 
The undercrossing will dramatically improve the non-motorized connectivity between the communities of Sandpoint, 
Ponderay and Kootenai, creating a more direct route between these three lakeside towns along the shores of Lake Pend 
Oreille. And for those people already using the route, it will dramatically increase their safety by providing a separated 
grade crossing and improving emergency access. 
 
Thank you for your consideration,  
 
 
Jeff R Miles, P.E. 
Administrator 







 

 
 

 
 
 
April 28, 2020 
 
Mayor Steve Geiger 
City of Ponderay 
288 Fourth St. 
Ponderay, ID 83852 
 
RE: City of Ponderay BUILD Application 
 
Dear Mayor, 
 
This letter is written in support of the BUILD Planning Grant for the City of Ponderay for 
the construction of a railroad underpass that will connect the Cities of Ponderay and 
Kootenai the Lake Pend Oreille shoreline and the trail that leads to downtown Sandpoint. 
 
The creation of trails and recreation opportunities in Bonner County is very important to 
continuing our economic growth. Businesses are not only looking for solid infrastructure, 
transportation, and labor but are also looking for a healthy and vibrant environment. 
Completing the Ponderay Bay Trail, which requires a railroad underpass will improve 
access, and safety and make access to the lakefront property a legal right-of-way. 
 
The Ponderay Bay Trail is a valuable community asset for the Cities of Ponderay, 
Kootenai and Sandpoint and the current lack of underpass restricts use and access. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Eric Paull 
Chairman, Bonner County Economic Development Corporation 
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April 22, 2020 

 

 

The Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

 

Bonner General Health is genuinely passionate about helping individuals improve community 

health and quality of life. The City of Ponderay’s BUILD application can promote healthy 

alternatives to community members experiencing health needs that were identified in the 

Community Health Needs Assessment that we conducted and were: 1) Obesity,  

2) Mental Health/Suicide, 3) Substance Abuse, 4) Abuse & Neglect – Children, Elderly, and 

Special Needs.  

 

Bonner General Health understands how critical it is to address the health needs of our 

community by providing as much support and access to health resources. Access to outdoor 

recreation and alternative transportation to the residents of Ponderay could increase physical 

activity, alternative transportation, and access to support services.  

 

Please accept this letter of support for the City of Ponderay’s BUILD application. If you have 

any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 
 

Erin Binnall, Manager of Community Development 

208.265.3390 

 

 

 
 



rtl
SANDPOINT

April27,2020

The Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary
U.S. Depanment of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: City of Ponderay's Lakeshore Connection Project BUILD Crant

Dear Secretary Chao:

The Lakeshore Connection Project BUILD Grant will bring our community closer to realizing an
important and long envisioned project, building on several joint efforts by both Ponderay and
Sandpoint as well as the wider community. The project includes a railroad underpass connecting
the cities ofPonderay and Kootenai to Lake Pend Oreille and a shoreline trail to provide a much-
needed pedestrian connection to the City ol Sandpoint and Sandpoint City Beach. The project
will improve safety and furthers economic development for our region.

Having invested subslantially in property acquisition for the Pend Oreille Trail and in concert
with the City of Ponderay, the City of Sandpoint is committed to the ultimate vision of a safe
access connecting the two cities along the waterfront. The criticat element to this vision is a
pedestrian and emergency vehicle underpass within the City of Ponderay in order to mitigate
the dangerous, yet often, pursued route to the trail and waterfront by children and adults alike
across the tracks as well as provide a much-needed emergency access route to this
already well-utilized trail.

A fully realized transportation and recreational amenity such as that proposed may also have
a significant positive impact on economic development and property values. Both seasonal
and non-seasonal business attraction, retention and expansion within our area is dependent
upon the types ofrecreational amenities that are made available, especially important given
Sandpoint's oppo(unity zone, located within one mile ofthe underpass. Finally, particularly in
rural areas trails are associated with increased physical activity, improved public health, and non-
motorized transportation altemative. Connection ofthe trail between Ponderay and Sandpoint
will help achieve these important initiatives.

Please accept this letter as my highest recommendation for awarding the Lakeshore Connection
Project BUILD Grant funding for planning and design of this important project.

Sincerely.
,)

l//4
Shelby noglstad /
Mayor

1123 Lake Street, Sandpotnt, tO a3a64 . 208-263-31Se , www.Sandpotn daho.gov
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Proudly serving our business partners in North Idaho and Eastern Washington 
 
 
 
DATE April 28, 2020 
 
 
The Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Greater Sandpoint Chamber of Commerce in enthusiastic support 
of their application for a federal BUILD Planning Grant to fund the engineering and design of an 
underpass to connect Ponderay to Lake Pend Oreille and the shoreline trail to Sandpoint. 
 
The mission of the Chamber is to be an advocate of business development and tourism for the 
Greater Sandpoint area, and as such, we support community initiatives seeking to support and 
enhance the local quality of life, and provide amenities for visitors to our area. The Pend 
d’Oreille Bay Trail is an asset to the community offering an opportunity to enjoy the great 
outdoors near downtown Sandpoint and City Beach. Our current visitors guide features the 
annual Bay Trail Fun Run and includes the trail on our Sandpoint map. 
 
A major shortcoming of the trail is access.  Currently, it can only be accessed from the Sandpoint 
side. We fully support the goal of the city of Ponderay and the Friends of the Pend d’Oreille Bay 
Trail to connect this spectacular shoreline trail to Ponderay and Kootenai by way of a railroad 
underpass. This will improve the quality of life for people living and working in those 
communities by providing a commuting connection, the opportunity to access Lake Pend Oreille 
and create loop bike routes. In addition, it opens up the possibility of hosting athletic and civic 
events throughout all three of these neighboring communities, creating economic vitality for the 
area.  
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Administrative Offices and Visitor Center 
1202 Fifth Avenue ▪ P.O. Box 928 ▪ Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 

p. 800.800.2106 or 208.263.2161▪ f. 208.265.5289 ▪ SandpointChamber.com ▪ info@sandpointchamber.com 
 

 
 
 
By improving our trail connections and outdoor amenities, we make our community a more 
attractive place to live, and making it more attractive for businesses looking to relocate. While 
this is an expensive project, the need for it is clear. We recognize the importance of this federal 
grant to make this vital trail connection a reality and urge you to support this endeavor. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kate McAlister 
Kate McAlister 
President/CEO 
Greater Sandpoint Chamber of Commerce 
 







 

Selkirks-Pend Oreille Transit Authority 
31656 Hwy 200, Box 8, Ponderay, Idaho 83852 

208-263-3774 
 

May 8, 2020 
 
 
The Honorable Elaine Chao, Secretary  
U.S. Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re: Letter of Support for the City of Ponderay BUILD Planning Grant Application. 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
Selkirks Pend Oreille Transit Authority strongly supports the City of Ponderay’s 
Lakeshore Connection BUILD Planning Grant application. 
 
The mission of Selkirks Pend Oreille Transit Authority (SPOT) is to provide residents and 
visitors safe and reliable transportation to work, recreation, and services. We are constantly 
reminded of the limited access to some of these amenities in our service area. SPOT has 
not even considered offering service to the lakeshore area of Ponderay because there is no 
safe access. Yet, citizens unsafely find their way across the active railroad tracks to enjoy 
the underutilized lakeshore. 
 
SPOT supports the efforts of the City of Ponderay to create safe access to Lake Pend 
Oreille, and to increase mobility options for area residents. Development of an underpass 
suitable for public transportation would open the door for SPOT to further its mission and 
provide safe mobility to the lakeshore. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted 

 
David Sims 
Executive Director 











 



 Ross Lane 
Vice President, Corporate Relations 

 
Montana Rail Link 

101 International Drive 
Missoula, MT 59808 

 
 

April 24th, 2020 

Mayor Steve Geiger 
City of Ponderay 
288 Fourth St 
Ponderay, ID 83852 
 
Subject: Letter of Support (City of Ponderay, Idaho BUILD Grant Application)  
 
 
Mayor Geiger, 
 
 
Montana Rail Link supports the City of Ponderay’s BUILD grant application. The grant would fund the 
design and engineering of a railroad underpass that would connect the City of Ponderay to the shore of 
Lake Pend Oreille and the Pend Oreille Bay Trail. While we are certainly supportive, Montana Rail Link 
would need to approve the final design of the project.   
 
Once completed, the project will offer the community several benefits supported by the railroad 
including:  
 

• An underpass at this location would improve safety by providing legal grade-separated access to 
the lake 

• The project would provide safe and easy access to nature along the already popular shoreline 
trail 

• It would provide a transportation alternative by creating a more direct non-motorized route 
between Ponderay and Sandpoint 

• The Pend Oreille Bay Trail is a valued community asset but can now only be accessed from 
neighboring Sandpoint. An underpass in Ponderay would open this trail to the larger community  

 
Montana Rail Link expects our freight volume to grow in the years to come. We look forward to working 
with the City of Ponderay on the planning for this project to make sure it serves the needs of the 
community while allowing for future growth of the railroad.    
 
Kind Regards, 
 

 
 
Ross Lane 
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